
Part 1  n  Foundations of Special Education62

program of specially designed instruction that addresses the unique needs of the child 
and, in the case of infants and toddlers, the needs of the family as well. IEPs and IFSPs 
are guides to the design and delivery of customized services and instruction. They also 
serve as vehicles for collaboration and cooperation between parents and professionals 
as they jointly devise appropriate educational experiences.

Individualized  
Education Program
An individualized education program is part of 
an overall strategy designed to deliver services 
appropriate to the individual needs of pupils ages 
3 and older. By the time we reach the IEP stage, 
the appropriate permissions have been gathered, 
assessments have been conducted, and a disability 
determination has been made. We are now at the 
point where the IEP is to be developed, followed by 
placement in the most appropriate and least restric-
tive setting. Bateman and Linden (2012) make a 
very important point about when the IEP is to be 
developed. They believe that IEPs are often writ-
ten at the wrong time. Legally, the IEP is to be 
developed within thirty days following the evalua-
tion and determination of the child’s disability, but 
before a placement recommendation is formulated. 
Placement in the least restrictive and most normal-
ized setting is based on a completed IEP, not the 

  TABLE 2.5  Emerging Sources of Assessment Information

Source Description

Naturalistic 
Observation

Documentation of qualitative as well as quantitative aspects of a youngster’s behavior in the natural environment. 
Information may be recorded formally (rating scales, observational recording systems) or informally (anecdotal 
records, audio recordings). Data can be used to support or refute information gathered from other sources.

Interviews Information obtained from significant individuals in a student’s life—parents, teachers, older siblings, or the pupil 
him- or herself. Interviews are a planned and purposeful activity whose purpose is to gain insight or perspective on 
specific areas of interest, such as the child’s background or possible reasons for behavioral problems. Format may 
be formal (interviewer follows a predetermined set of questions) or informal (interview proceeds according to the 
individual’s responses). Data may be gathered orally or in writing.

Work Samples Evidence of a pupil’s actual classroom performance, typically focused on particular skill development. Sometimes 
referred to as a permanent product. Spelling tests, arithmetic fact sheets, and handwriting samples are examples of 
this information source. Work samples are especially useful when planning instructional intervention and modification. 
Requires the teacher to think diagnostically and look, for example, at error patterns or clarity of directions.

Portfolios A type of authentic assessment, portfolios are an outgrowth of the familiar work folder concept. They include 
a wide range of examples of a student’s emerging abilities and accomplishments over time. Qualitative and 
quantitative indicators of performance might include writing samples, audio/video recordings, worksheets, 
drawings, photographs, or other forms of evidence. Useful for student self-assessment.

For an in-depth example of 
an IEP, visit the SAGE edge 
student study site at edge 
.sagepub.com/gargiulo6e.

Video Case 2.1: IEP Meetings
What advice do the parents provide for special education teachers 
to consider during an IEP meeting?

Based on your learning from the video, how can you as a special 
education teacher provide a positive IEP experience for parents of 
student with disabilities?
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